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Let Us Pray

“But you are not to be called 
teacher, for you have one teacher 
and you are all brethren.” 
Matthew 23: 8

Lord, Make us witnesses, inspired 
by your love,

We ask this in the name of Jesus 
our teacher



Today

• Why Catholic schools?

• Explicit communication of 
Catholic offering in dialogue

• Enacting a Catholic pedagogy

• Teacher tools 



Catholic Education:
why and how are interconnected

Weak ‘why’…..anyhow Strong ‘why’ supports purposeful 
method and pedagogical approach



Why Catholic schools?

Communicated or perceived offering
• Good human values (optimistic 

humanitarianism)

• Better discipline

• Strong Community

• Personalised/ caring teaching

• Tradition/ nostalgia

• Outreach

• Cheaper ‘private’ education

• Induction into sacraments

Not so clearly communicated: Offers 
opportunities to discover and grow 
relationship with God
• Understanding the world/ life as imbued 

with God (eco justice…soul deep 
identification with creation)

• Seeing self and others as made in the 
image of a loving relational God (respect, 
belonging and community)

• Called to discover and contribute to God’s 
reign (it’s not just about me! 
Discernment, Responsibility and justice)

• Experiencing Humanity as vulnerable 
(Humility and vulnerability: search for 
truth/ God is ongoing, relevant, puzzling 
and open ended)



The Catholic DIALOGUE school…

• “The Church considers dialogue as a constitutive dimension.” (because 
Catholic theology understands God to be a God in dialogue with godself 
and in dialogue with humankind)

• “The Catholic school is …an educating community in which the human 
person can express themselves and grow in his or her humanity, in a 
process of relational dialogue, interacting in a constructive way, exercising 
tolerance, understanding different points of view and creating trust in an 
atmosphere of harmony.” (enacting a culture of dialogue)

(The Identity of the Catholic School for a Culture of Dialogue, 2022, no. 30)

How might you clearly enact the theology of dialogue to create a culture of 
dialogue in your context?



What does any religious/ philosophical 
education offer?
• Attention to one’s own identity… 
• Opportunity to encounter difference and model respect and acceptance of 

it
• Nurture dispositions of openness and sincerity in relationships (with the 

spirit/ divine or others) 
• Experience and understand ritual, symbol, sacred texts and prayer in 

traditional communities and contemporary settings as ways of relating to 
the sacred/ spiritual 

• Grapple with meaning and truth in life in dialogue with wisdom traditions 
and philosophies

• Nurture a sense of responsibility for right relationships with others and the 
world



What does Catholic religious education offer?

• Attention to one’s own identity… (Christian Anthropology: as made in the image of a 
trinitarian/ dialogical God who speaks to us as friends, Dei Verbum)

• Opportunity to encounter difference (as the other who, as made in the image of God can 
never be fully known; and God as Other who is ever beyond our grasp, yet reveals 
Godself in life, the Word, others, etc) and model respect and acceptance of it

• Nurture dispositions of openness and sincerity in relationships (with God and others; and 
in communities of believers who support each other in faith) 

• Experience and understand ritual, symbol, sacred texts and prayer in traditional 
communities and contemporary settings as ways of relating to the sacred and through 
these practices grow more deeply in relationdhip with God/ discipleship with Jesus 

• Grapple with meaning and truth in life in dialogue with wisdom traditions: the Old 
testament and especially the Gospel and lives of saints and other life philosophies

• Nurture a sense of responsibility for right relationships with others and the world, as 
created by a loving God, and nurture courage in the pursuit of justice and peace (God’s 
reign), with preferential attention to the least powerful



Essentials of a Catholic offering: (the what)
Awareness and relationality
• God as both immanent and Other/ hidden…(there is a God and it’s much greater than 

me! See vulnerability: inquiry, mysticism, prayer, wonder, awe, other religious traditions)

• All of Creation as imbued with the sacred and humankind as made in the image of God 
(see fulfillment: morality, justice, eco-spirituality)

• Truth seeking/ identity formation/ spirituality as a communal pursuit (see commitment: 
faith community, gospels, discipleship and saints)

• God as dialogue and in dialogue (trinitarian) is essentially relational, with Christ as God’s 
paramount communication of love to humanity (see life of Jesus and relationship with 
God, judeo-christian history) 

• Relationship with God through Christ and in the Holy Spirit as meaningful and to be 
nurtured and celebrated ritually, communally and personally (See liturgy prayer and 
sacraments)

• Revelation/ spirituality as awareness of God/ the sacred in our life which energises us to 
reach out in service to others. (See responsibility: discernment, forgiveness, ethics and 
prayer)



Dialogue begins with inviting student 
experience
Existential questions to explore in 
RE: 

• Who am I and why am I here? 

• How shall I live? 

• Where is God/ truth? 

• In whom shall I trust? 

• Who calls me? 

• How must I respond? 

• Where do I belong? 

• How can I contribute?

• Am I free?



Dialogical approach: Engagement

Start with the student experience first
• Wonder and awe: What might this mean?

• What/ who is sacred to me? Why?

• Who am I? What am I called to?

• What are my special relationships?

• How/ why do I celebrate?

 

• What kind of person do I want to be? Am I 
free?

Offer Catholic wisdom in the dialogue
• God as mystery and creator, prayer

• Made in the image of God, respect

• Community and Jesus, discipleship, saints, 
church

• Jesus and God’s relationship, forgiveness, our 
relationship with God/ Spirit

• Sacraments/ Rituals past, present and future

• God’s reign, discernment, justice



Representing the Church optimistically as…

• Evolving, enculturated, porous

• Relevant

• Challenging, internally plural, 
dialogical

• ‘New’ for each generation ... 
created from a fusion of horizons 
of the past and the present

• Called to build a new world…the 
reign of God

• Invitational… to be future Church



Making meaning together

Teacher as 

• Shifting from simplicity (Values ed) to 
complexity: grappling with eternal 
issues, imagination and metaphor as 
well as critical thinking and existential 
questions

• Shifting from role of knowledge 
transmission to student agency for 
transformation (power with) and 
identity formation (power within). 

• Shifting from telling to witnessing, 
listening and inviting

• Shifting from curriculum implementer 
to co-designing learning with the 
student 



Making meaning together

Student actively 

• Building relationships of trust

• Grappling with difference/ 
belonging and distantiation

• Making new connections between 
tradition, self and context

• Encountering otherness/ the Other

• Imagining anew, empathising with, 
and co-creating the tradition

• Experiencing the Spirit at work in: 
relational learning, dialogue, 
reflection, prayer 



Dialogue enacted:

• Occurs in the liminal space of 
encounter/ difference

• Acknowledges plurality and 
diversity

• Is Based on trust and respect

• Is Formative and Transformative





Becoming aware of dialogue dispositions: 
empathy
• Be truly curious of the other and 

invite their contribution 

• Be of service to the other in their 
learning

• Create a feeling of togetherness in  
exploring ideas (not oppositional)

• Extend own and others’ thinking 

• Respectfully challenge assumptions 

• Invite different perspectives

• Be process focused not product 
focused

• In the next exercise stop a moment 
to consider your frame of mind, 
your assumptions, the 
environment you wish to create

• Choose one of these ways of being 
to focus on as you engage in 
dialogue



Teacher dialogue for transformation
Designing for a dialogue classroom

Teacher Dialogue Tool: Part A

• To experience encounter and dialogue 
as professionals learning together

• To begin to reflect on our own 
understandings of God and faith 

• To explore and interpret the Catholic 
tradition in dialogue with our context 
and times

Teacher Dialogue Tool: Part B

• To collegially design for a dialogue 
classroom in RE 

• To invite student voice in designing 
learning



Chat rooms (15 minutes)

Teacher Dialogue A

Which questions would you find 
helpful to discuss in order to 
prepare for classroom dialogue?

Teacher Dialogue B

Which sections would be most 
helpful for your team to plan for 
deep learning in RE?



Whole Group Share

• How might these tools assist in 
enacting a dialogue approach?



Preparation for next week (Session 3)

• Bring a piece of student learning that you have reflected on guided by 
the following, using learning from this session to inform your 
judgment



Reflecting on student learning next week

• If you are a leader without access to students: Please work with a teacher 
to do this task together….this is an opportunity to keep line of sight to 
student learning experience in your school

• If you are teaching a humanities subject that is not RE, please swap out 
reference to ‘RE standards’ and use the Wiggins and McTighe rubric (from 
next week’s handout)

• If you take a home room session, please apply the reflection task to how 
you go about engaging students in prayer or other home room activities

• If you still have questions around how to apply reflecting on student 
learning in your context, please stay online after this session to discuss.
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