
MODULE THREE

A Christ-centred 
Community:

Jesus Christ in the 
Contemporary World



The Historical Jesus 



Death & Resurrection – two sides 
of the one coin







Our Three Topics are connected 

The Historical Jesus

The Resurrection

Following Jesus









Following Jesus - Hamilton

The Gospel invites us all to ask: What does it 
mean to follow Jesus and to be his disciple?

The Gospel stories of Jesus are very radical and 
even uncomfortable.  Disciples fail!  For some its 
too hard; some begin well but lose heart when 
the path becomes steep; some make 
compromises  … Yes .. but.  



Following Jesus - Hamilton
Like all disciples, we too are weak & we make 
compromises.  But as we commit ourselves to follow 
Jesus we know we must make him the centre of our 
lives. We find in him the way to answer the large 
questions in life … and we also discover how we are to 
live.

We don’t follow Jesus because he is a good bloke … we 
recognise that God is present in Jesus.

Because he is at the centre of our lives being a disciple 
is FULL ON.  We can’t put a bet each way on it.  



Following Jesus - Hamilton
Being a disciple often takes us further than we would 
dare to think of going … it also runs against everything 
we usually associate with being successful!!

We are to respond patiently when provoked; we are to 
put no weight on possessions & security; we are to 
serve simply rather than seek power; we are to choose 
the company of the disreputable, not the movers & 
shakers; we are not to seek to be noticed or to be a 
celebrity.

Ours is the humble way, willingly carrying our Cross.  





Following Jesus - Hamilton
If we are to be radical and to treat lightly what others 
value highly our hearts must be caught by a great 
vision. Jesus must capture our imagination with a 
dream of what our life and world could be like …

Disciples are to be overwhelmed by God’s love for us … 
attracted to follow Jesus in giving our lives generously 
for others. 

But following has its ups and downs  .. We can love 
enough to want to follow Jesus, but we are human and 
we constantly let Jesus down.  But we should never 
give up …  



Following Jesus - Hamilton

Being a follower, a disciple, 
means that our heart is 

captured by Jesus, that we 
have a big heart, an ordinary 
human capacity for weakness 
and betrayal, and a big desire 

to love as we are loved



Following Jesus - Hamilton
The Church is the place where we can dream large 
dreams that take us out of our everyday lives into 
demanding commitments.  It is the place where 
our imagination can be touched by the story of 
Jesus and by the desire to live bigger lives … which 
enable us to love more generously in our own 
lives.

These large desires and bigger movements of our 
heart are God’s grace and gift.  But we need to be 
open to the Holy Spirit to discern God’s grace and 
gifts 



When we are moved by Jesus’ 
words and actions in the Gospel 

stories, we find the Church to be a 
place where we can find 

companions who are touched in 
the same way and want to share 

in doing something that will make 
a difference.







Bill Huebsch 
translates the 
“Mystery of the 
Church” into 
plain English 
and shows that 
the Church 
Fathers  had 
much to say 
about 
following Jesus



Following Jesus - Huebsch

Jesus Christ is the one around whom  the 
Church gathers.

The Church can be understood only by coming 
to know its very foundation: Jesus Christ by 
whose words, works and miracles it was 
enlivened and illuminated.

This Church is the “Body of Christ” in which we 
are all brothers & sisters.



Following Jesus - Huebsch

Life in this Church is sometimes messy because 
the Church includes everyone with all their 
various talents and desires.  We would end up in 
a mess with all this if we did not have Christ to 
lead us.

Christ leads the Church as its head, and the Holy 
Spirit sustains the Church as its soul.  As 
members of this body we must be conformed 
to the image of Christ. 







We who claim to be Church, we who claim to 
be the Body of Christ, must resemble Christ as 

much as possible.

WE MUST

• Take the part of the poor

• Defend those without power

• Avoid seeking our own glory

• Act with humility & self-sacrifice

• Take in those who are afflicted, forgotten & 
suffering



Light of the World

And if we are 
faithful in this 
way, as an 
organised Church 
and as its 
individual 
members, we will 
succeed in 
announcing Christ 
to the world until 
all is seen in full 
light.



Now for the reality
YES, we can most truly and perfectly find and 
follow Jesus in the Church community, the Body 
of Christ

BUT … many good people have turned away 
from the institutional Church, often feeling 
betrayed (abuse crisis) and not listened to.

Can we be followers outside of the organised 
Church?



The challenges we face

What about our students and their 
families?  

For many of them our school community is 
their only experience of Church. It is the only 
place where they will gather as community 

and hear about Jesus Christ and his 
message.



Pope Francis

Some useful 
insights from 
Pope Francis 
on following 

Jesus



Pope Francis – The Joy of the 
Gospel 2013

In virtue of their 
Baptism, all members of 
the People of God have 
become missionary 
disciples … Every 
Christian is a missionary 
to the extent that he or 
she has encountered 
the love of God in Christ 
Jesus



Pope Francis

Every Christian is 
challenged, here and 
now, to be actively 
engaged in 
evangelisation; indeed, 
anyone who has truly 
experienced God’s saving 
love does not need much 
time or lengthy training 
to go out and proclaim 
that love … 



Let us go forth to offer everyone 
the life of Jesus Christ … I prefer a 
Church which is bruised, hurting 
and dirty because it has been out 
on the streets, rather than a Church 
which is unhealthy from being 
confined and from clinging to its 
own security.



Pope Francis – WYD Message Lisbon 2023

My message to you, dear 
YOUNG PEOPLE, the great 
message entrusted to the 
Church, is Jesus!

Awake and arise!

Now is the time to go in 
haste … Let us carry Jesus 
within our hearts, and 
bring him to all those we 
meet



World Mission Day 2022

You shall be my witnesses (Acts 1:8)

Every Christian is called to be a missionary and 
witness to Christ … in the Church, the 
community of Christ’s disciples

Missionaries are not sent to communicate 
themselves, their persuasive qualities & 
abilities or their managerial skills.  Instead, 
theirs is the supreme honour of presenting 
Christ in words and deeds.



Salesians of Don Bosco

Some useful 
insights from 

Salesian 
Mission Day 

2022



Communicating Christ today

Be GOSPEL, before 
saying or writing it  … 
young people are 
extremely sensitive to 
the authenticity 
between who 
communicates and 
what they are trying to 
transmit.



Communicating Christ today

The parable of real life  … 
people’s experience 
contains the seeds of the 
Kingdom

The digital world, 
especially the social 
media, is a medium and a 
place where we are called 
to be present and to bear 
witness to the Gospel of 
Jesus



Projects & Presentations 

Take time to reflect on your experiences in your 
school.  Are you a Christ-centred community?  
What are you doing well?  What are the areas 
for improvement?

Consider these questions when you prepare 
a presentation for staff about what it might 

mean to be a “Christ-centred” school 
community.



For Reflection:  Is CHRIST 
present?

• In your Curriculum?

• In relationships between staff, students & parents?

• In your classrooms & corridors?

• In your student management policy?

• In your Leadership structure?

• In your busy Timetable?

• In the voice of your parent body?

• In the voices of the youngsters in your care?



For Reflection:  Is CHRIST 
present?

• In the playground & on the bus stop?

• In the school canteen?

• In sporting competitions?

• On School Camps & Excursions?

• In full school assemblies?

• When difficulties & challenges arise?

• In your dealings with the difficult child?

• In your dealings with difficult, unreasonable 
parents?



Are you a school for those on the edge, the 
poor and the outcast?  Or is your school more 
comfortable with the well behaved and the 
privileged?

Is your school community a place of mercy and 
forgiveness?

Is your school entrance/reception area warm 
and inviting … the welcoming face of CHRIST to 

all who enter?  



Week Four – October 31 
No online gathering

Personal 
time to work 

on your 
Presentation



Small Group Discussions

What does it 
mean to be a 

“Christ-
centred” 

school 
community?


