
MODULE THREE

A Christ-centred 
Community: Jesus Christ 

in the Contemporary 
World



JESUS

IS 

RISEN



Firstly, we 
must deal with 

the death of 
Jesus



Death & Resurrection – two sides 
of the one coin













Jesus’ Death - Hamilton

Why was Jesus killed?
If we want to know why different people wanted Jesus 
dead and how they planned to have him killed, we 
need to consider the different groups in Jesus’ day.

The Romans

The High Priests

The Pharisees

The Jewish people



Jesus’ Death - Hamilton

At the end of his life Jesus is arrested, imprisoned, 
condemned in a rigged trail, rejected by the crowd, 
tortured and killed in a way designed to remove his 
human dignity.

Jesus is rejected by his people, betrayed by one friend, 
denied by another, and deserted by the rest.  Dying, he 
feels abandoned by the God to whom he committed his 
life.



Key Question

How can we see the crucifixion of 
one man in an obscure corner of 

the Roman Empire 2000 years ago 
as affecting anyone living after 

that event, and in any part of the 
world?



Jesus was aware of his likely fate (passion 
predictions) and that his role in 
proclaiming the Kingdom would involve 
suffering and sacrifice for himself.

He believed that the Father would 
“somehow” vindicate him in the end. 



From the Last Supper we can conclude 
that Jesus saw his death as a salvific event 
– his death would be for the salvation of 
others, even the whole community.

Early New Testament tradition expresses 
the belief that Jesus’ death on the cross 
was a death FOR US



At a very early period after the lifetime of 
Jesus, the Christian communities had an 
understanding of his death as the saving 
death of the Messiah.

Yet such belief was scandalous as in Jesus’ 
own time the idea of a suffering Messiah 
was unimaginable.



A Theology of Jesus’ Redemptive 
Death?

We must affirm the unity and 
consistency between Jesus’ 
earthly life and his death.

In death the attitudes & values 
expressed in his life shone through



What is the 
relevance of 

Jesus’ Death for 
us today?





Finding meaning in Jesus’ death -
Hamilton

At a time when their own faith had been 
shattered the early Christians recognised the 
risen Jesus, found him as their companion, 
and experienced his power.

In the light of this life-changing experience, 
they now recognised that Jesus’ death was the 
place where sin had been overcome and 
where God’s love was shown.



Finding meaning in Jesus’ death -
Hamilton

Jesus’ way to death was our way to live fully … a life 
of service, obedience and sacrifice

In his death God’s love overcame all of 
humanity’s hatred and apathy.  As St Paul said 
later, Jesus’ death showed us that despite all 
our fears and anxieties, nothing can separate 
us from God’s love made visible in Christ ..



The historical Jesus is the Risen 
Christ of Faith



So, now we 
must look at 

the 
Resurrection









ONE FACT - Moloney

Paul and the four Evangelists tell their stories 
of Jesus’ death and resurrection in their own 
way.  But it might be possible to trace solid 
evidence that one “fact” was not shaped by 
the storytellers:

Jesus was crucified and was laid in a 
tomb … After 3 days that tomb was 

found empty 



Jesus’ Resurrection - Moloney

Finding of the Empty Tomb

Appearances of the Risen 
Jesus



Empty Tomb
Empty tombs are not good news … they generate 
fear, wonder and even flight

But an empty tomb is an essential prerequisite for 
the early Christian conviction that God had raised 
Jesus from the dead

The story of a death, a tomb, and subsequent 
appearances was part of the Christian story well 
before the Gospels were written



Appearances - Moloney

The fact of an empty tomb throws light upon 
the appearances

In several places in the Gospels Jesus 
establishes, in encounters with his disciples, 
that the Risen One they now acclaim as Lord 
is the same as the Jesus they knew during his 
life and ministry. 



Appearances - Moloney

It is impossible to describe what actually 
happened in the post-resurrection 
appearances … to women, to 2 disciples 
on the road to Emmaus, to Peter, to a 
variety of gatherings of disciples, to the 
Twelve, to more than 500, to James, to 
all the Apostles and to Paul.
(1 Corinthians Ch 15: 1-8)



Appearances - Moloney

One thing is certain: the witness of the 
earliest Church that Jesus “appeared”.

God is at work: early Church affirmed a divine 
initiative .. The inbreak of the divine into 
human experience



God is at work
We are invited to understand what the New 
Testament narratives wanted to say about God’s 
action in and through the death and resurrection of 
his Son.  

These events took place, and the witness of the 
Christian Church and its subsequent traditions exist 
because of them.

As believing Christians, we accept that there is no 
“knock down” historical proof for the resurrection 
events reported in the Gospel narratives    



God is at work

But there is clear evidence that the 
earliest Church came into existence 
because of its encounters with the risen 
Jesus – whatever that means.

Equally clear is the fact that Jesus of 
Nazareth was now their risen Lord.



An extra reference

An extra reference uploaded to the LRE 
Module Three page is most helpful and 
presents a comprehensive understanding of 
Jesus, human and divine:

Francis Moloney, Jesus of Nazareth A 
Biographical Sketch, 64-90



Significance of the 
Resurrection?

In my faith life?

In my Church community?

In the world today?

In my school ministry?



Conclusions
The foundation and ground of Easter 
faith is the real experience of actual 
encounters with the risen Jesus

These were then interpreted in the 
language of resurrection: a metaphor 
for personal transformation in the 
Jesus who had died



The Resurrection 
produced the faith 
and enthusiasm of 
the apostles, not 

the other way 
around!



Something very powerful & 
unprecedented is necessary to explain 
the dramatic change in the first 
disciples: from despairing fear to 
courageous witness.

The resurrection, from the very 
beginning, was explained as 
something which had happened to 
Jesus himself – “This Jesus God raised 
up.”



Resurrection is
Not historical in the ordinary 
sense.  It is an eschatological 
event, beyond history in the 
ordinary sense, but

Not unhistorical either



Resurrection is
Trans-historical: transcending 
history but also touching history

In the lives of men & women who 
encountered the risen Christ

And in the empty tomb in 
Jerusalem



So, what is the 
theological 
meaning or 

significance of the 
Resurrection?



The Resurrection of Jesus 
is the ground of human 

hope.

Human hope is well-
founded if it is grounded 

in Easter faith.



A few final thoughts from Moloney & 
Hamilton

The belief that the action of God lies behind the 
resurrection of Jesus is found across all four gospels.

Jesus of Nazareth would never accept a messianic 
acclamation that is not clarified by his role as the Son 
of Man who must suffer, die and be raised on the 
third day.

It is as the crucified, risen and glorified Christ that 
Jesus gives eternal life.



A few final thoughts from Moloney & 
Hamilton

Jesus rises from  the dead at the end of his life.  But 
for his followers it is the beginning of their faith.  

They see him in a new way and recognise that he is 
the key to the long history of God’s relationship with 
Israel.  

They find in him the key to answering their large 
questions and see more clearly what following him 
means.



A few final thoughts from Moloney & 
Hamilton

Rather than report what happened, the New 
Testament writers were most concerned to explain 
what it meant.

They wanted to explain what it meant for Jesus.

Even more importantly, they wanted to explain what 
it means for us.  



Our mission as Followers

The resurrection of Jesus brings his 
God-given mission to an end and 

initiates the mission of his followers

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR ME?



• As disciples of Jesus we are called to take up 
our Cross and follow him.

• Our discipleship is grounded in an 
appreciation of his humanity and divinity  … 
the relationship between the historical Jesus 
and the risen Christ of our Faith.

• Our mission, as his followers, is to “be” Jesus 
Christ to and for others in this contemporary 
world.



For reflection 
& discussion

What are the 
implications of 
the death and 
resurrection of 
Jesus for being a 
Christ-centred 
school 
community?


