
MODULE THREE

A Christ-centred 
Community: Jesus Christ 

in the Contemporary 
World



The Historical Jesus 



Our Three Topics are connected 

The Historical Jesus

The Resurrection

Following Jesus



Terminology

HUMANITY: Jesus, earthly Jesus, Jesus of 
Nazareth, Jesus of History, the Nazarene, 
the Historical Jesus

DIVINITY: Christ, Risen Christ, Messiah, 
Lord, Saviour, Christ of Faith, Jesus the 
Christ, Jesus Christ  



Key Questions

The Humanity & Divinity of Jesus

The Relationship between the Jesus of 
History & the Christ of Faith

Following Jesus .. Being the face of Christ to 
others … Christ-centred … Discipleship



Michael Casey – a Monk of Tarrawarra

One of the clearest statements of faith concerning Jesus of 
Nazareth is that simultaneously he is fully divine and fully 
human.

The words are easy to say, yet they contain a great mystery.  
The humanity and divinity of Jesus do not subsist side by side 
and independent, like chalk and cheese.

Instead, humanity and divinity coincide in a single person so 
that the actions of Jesus are simultaneously the actions of a 
human being and the actions of God.



Second Vatican Council
Human nature as (Christ) assumed it was not 
annulled. . . . He worked with human hands, he 
thought with a human mind, he acted by human 
choice, and loved with a human heart. Born of the 
Virgin Mary, he has truly been made one of us, like us 
in all things except sin. 

Dogmatic Constitution of the Church in the Modern 
World, article 22. 



Dermot Lane – Irish Theologian

The mystery of Christ is the story of the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus.  For the sake of 
convenience the full mystery of Jesus Christ can be 
broken into two parts: 

a) The Christ-Event

b) Its universal significance  

Christ-Event: summarises the theological significance 
of the historical life, death & resurrection of Jesus.



Video – The Historical Jesus

What did you 
think of Dr Maeve 

Heaney’s 
reflections on the 
historical Jesus?



Insights that appealed to me

• First and foremost there was an historical Jesus … the 
fact of the historical Jesus is as important as what he 
was like 

• To overlook the reality of Jesus who walked this 
earth is to miss the surprise, the challenge, the 
scandal, then and now, that the Christian faith was 
and is.

God entered history .. Everything changes … 
humanity will never be the same again



Insights that appealed to me
• Jesus is a man of a particular time & place … a 

Palestinian Jew of 1st Century … he lived in the 
province of Galilee, in the town of Nazareth … during 
time of the Roman Empire when Augustus & Tiberias 
were Emperors … it was a time of political and social 
unrest … Roman occupation … He was influenced by 
his specific culture

• Gospels tell his story .. Confessional documents 
written from a theological perspective … but the 
stories they tell are real ones … the sacred memory 
of a  community who knew him … allow them to 
speak to us about Jesus  



Insights that appealed to me

Basic Facts

• Baptised by John the Baptist … he announced a 
Kingdom and called it Good News

• He made the Kingdom present wherever he passed … 
provoking healing & miracles and life changes

• He had a relationship with his followers and he 
showed compassion to the poor and outcast

• He called God Abba (literally Daddy) & named God 
as the reason behind all he said and did



Insights that appealed to me

Basic Facts

• Jesus challenged the status quo … upset Jewish 
authorities and was crucified

• Before he died he had a significant “going away” 
meal with his disciples … the Eucharist

• After his death he was witnessed to as “Risen” by his 
disciples and that experience was and still is 
foundational to Christianity & the Church today



MERCY – core for expressing who 
Jesus is

• Jesus is the face of God’s compassionate, merciful 
love for us … the lens through which we see both 
God and the Church

• Mercy is not a light concept, just as Jesus’ life was 
not a nice, light, polite life … it was a turning around 
of all the images and expectations of God and how 
salvation would happen

• Jesus’ life tells us very simply that God is on our side 
… through his resurrection true LIFE is ours



Images of Jesus

Who is 
Jesus Christ 

for you?



Historical Jesus reflection (slides) 
and then breakout groups for 
discussion of the question:

Who is Jesus Christ for you? 



Fachtna McCarthy – Jesus, the Christ

• Draws together the humanity & divinity of Jesus

• Christian faith rests on what we believe about the 
person of Jesus Christ

• Questions we ask today: 
Who was this Jesus in history? 
What was he about? 
What did he really say or do?  
What did he claim to be? 
Why was he put to death? 



Fachtna McCarthy

The study of Jesus Christ, who he is, what he 
said and did, is vital for Christian Faith.  

That is so for three reasons:

1. Jesus reveals who God is

2. Jesus reveals who we are

3. Jesus reveals what the Church is all about



Fachtna McCarthy

The story of Jesus in the Gospels has three 
important moments:  

1. His Ministry

2. His Death

3. His Resurrection



Fachtna McCarthy - Conclusion

The task of Christian teaching is to bridge the 
gap between the past and the present, to link 
the story of Jesus in history with the story of his 
followers in the Christian community today … 

We are to tell and retell the story of Jesus as the 
story of God with us and to walk in his footsteps.   



Another reference??

The following reference has been uploaded and may 
interest you:

Brennan Hill, Chapter One – Places and People (5-32). 

It offers insights on how the historical Jesus was 
shaped and influenced by the locale in which he grew 
up, by the political and social forces that surrounded 
him, and by the religious milieu in which he was 
raised.



Jesus in the Gospels

We have much to 
learn about the 

historical Jesus from 
the gospels, 

particularly in his 
preaching and 

ministry.



Jesus: proclaimer of the Kingdom



The Kingdom?

• Mk 1:14-15

• Mk 4:11

• Mt 11:6

• Mt 11:2-6



Jesus’ Lifestyle & Behaviour



Attitude to the Law

Mk 2:23 – 3:6

Mk 7: 1-23



Table Fellowship

Mt 8:11-12



Forgiveness of Sins

Mk 2:1-12



Call to Discipleship

Mk 3:13

Mk 1:17

Mk 10:28

Mk 8:34



Jesus’ Preaching

Mk 1:27

Mt 5: 21-48



Call for Decision

Mk 8:38



We have surveyed a number of 
elements in the lifestyle and public 

behaviour of Jesus.

We have noticed that all of these are 
heavy with unspoken implications



Extraordinary things are implied about this 
Jesus of Nazareth

• He speaks God’s word

• God’s Kingdom has come in his own person

• In his life & actions, the mercy & love of God 
reach sinful men and women



Small Group Discussions

What would 
people notice 
about Jesus 
Christ if they 
visited your 
school?



Week Two – October 17 
4pm-5pm

The 
Resurrection of 
Jesus –
implications for 
all of us


